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traffic safety during
overpass protests

By Pippa Fisher

The discussion about dangers
posed to freeway traffic versus
first amendment rights on a
Lafayette overpass broadened
as the council heard from vari-
ous agencies and looked for
possible ways to mitigate
threats to traffic safety and
neighborhood nuisance, such
as installing shade cloth or
slats to reduce visibility from
the road, and by requesting
protesters park their cars on
the north side of the bridge to
reduce the impact on neigh-
borhood residents.

The El Curtola overpass
has been the regular scene of
pro-Trump rallies since August
2020, periodically attracting
counter protests. Protesters af-
fix signs to the fence to attract
the attention of drivers below
and have used bullhorns and
amplified music. City manager
Niroop Srivatsa reported that
the LPD has received numer-
ous calls for service during this
time, including recently when
a sign was thrown over the
bridge onto the freeway by
someone not associated with
the protest, and on another oc-
casion in response to an acci-
dent thought to be the result of
distracted driving.

Lafayette Chief of Police
Ben Alldritt, California High-
way Patrol Captain Ben Moser,
and California Department of
Transportation Maintenance
Manager Will Hauke joined the
city council Feb. 8 for the dis-
cussion. The bridge is owned
by CalTrans, freeway safety is-
sues caused on the bridge are
the responsibility of the CHP,
and the bridge is maintained
by the city of Lafayette.

Hauke explained that Cal-
Trans follows law that does not
permit commercial signs or
flags to be affixed and noted
that the agency does not allow
permits for demonstrations on
overpasses, although he
pointed out they are not re-
sponsible for enforcement.
Alldritt said that organizers
have been willing to engage
with the PD.

Moser explained the CHP is
currently monitoring traffic in
the area and looking at data,
prompting Vice Mayor Teresa
Gerringer to ask, “What’s the
point at which it becomes such
a safety issue that you can then

Protestors on the El Curtola Pass on Feb. 10.
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step in and do something else
to manage it?”

Council Member Carl An-
duri said that no matter what
group is protesting, commer-
cial advertising is prohibited
because it is a distraction and
that political speech is no dif-
ferent and asked Moser, “It
only takes one distracted dri-
ver to cause an incident that
we’re all going to regret. How
do you make that judgment?”

Anduri said that he could
not understand why, when it
was their intent to break the
law and affix signs, it can’t be
stopped. “If it’s not allowed,
why isn’t there interaction
with the people ... to encourage
them not to violate the law?”
Moser said the CHP would be
willing to engage with the or-
ganizers.

Members of the public
weighed in on both sides, with
residents who live in the area
complaining about the noise
nuisance, feeling threatened,
and the protesters not wearing
masks, and from protest orga-
nizer Lisa Dishrow who ex-
plained they try to work with
the community. She said she
monitors the noise level and
has no problem with keeping it
down. Dishrow said that fol-
lowing a request two weeks
ago from the council they now
stick to one side of the side-
walk, and have not used bull-
horns since Nov. 4.

The group meets every
Monday and Friday afternoon
and currently plans to continue
through the end of February.

Calling for the CHP to in-
crease its monitoring, Mayor
Susan Candell said that espe-
cially after the two recent inci-
dents on the freeway, “I find it
concerning that we know that
they (incidents) happen and
somehow that’s not a thresh-
old,” adding that she expects
clarity on where the CHP’s
threshold is on freeway safety.

Candell confirmed with
Hauke that he would look into
fencing or slats for the bridge
in place of the current chain-
link, to reduce visibility to dri-
vers and to make it hard to at-
tach signs and flags illegally.
She thanked protesters for
staying on the one side of the
bridge and asked them to park
in the future on the other side
of the highway, to lessen the
impact on neighbors.

141 Greenbriar, Moraga

2388 SqFt | 3 Br | 3.5 Ba | .24 Ac lot

Phenomenal property in MCC with unobstructed views of the golf course, Moraga hills &
@ Mt. Diablo. Completely remodeled with elegant finishes, this home has a fantastic flow.

Numerous updates include wide plank hardwood floors, gorgeous fireplace by Ortal,
new Andersen windows, Lucite railings, extra office & much more.

There is a great au-pair/yoga studio/apartment with a separate entry on the lower level
of the house. Very private location, just minutes from the clubhouse.
Call us for a showing of this special home!

www.141Greenbriar.com
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Lafayette school district
approves racial equity policy

By Pippa Fisher

Lafayette School District has
unanimously adopted a board
policy focused on racial
equity.

The vote was taken at the
Feb. 2 special meeting of the
school board. It has come out
of the district’s ongoing
broader work on diversity,
equity, inclusion and belong-
ing. Each school in the district

has an active DEIB committee.
The work has been in progress
since the first DEIB committee
formed in 2017 at Burton Val-
ley Elementary School, but ac-
cording to LafSD Governing
Board President Rob Sturm,
the work to get a policy
adopted ramped up this past
year. “I would say that work
has accelerated and been
more focused and proactive.”
... continued on Page A9

Lafayette
Public

LARANETTE Meetings

City Council

Regular Meeting

Monday, Feb. 22, 7 p.m.
Teleconference via City of Lafayette's

You Tube Channel:
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Planning Commission
Meeting

Tuesday, March 1, 7 p.m.
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Design Review

Wednesday, Feb. 24, 7 p.m. Zoom
Teleconference Meeting via Love
Lafayette YouTube
http://bit.ly/LoveLafayetteYouTube

Price Gallegos

GROUP

Coming Soon!

@a) 4 Beds + Office/Guest Room

PRICE GALLEGOS GROUP
EXCLUSIVE OPPORTUNITIES

| w 4 Baths

18 Northridge Lane, Lafayette
Offered at $2,195,000
Nestled in an idyllic, gated
community with exclusive
access to the clubhouse, pool,
tennis courts and sport court,
this lovely property is adjacent
to open space and trails, with
views of the Lafayette reservoir.
Features include an open floor
plan, vaulted ceilings, walls of
windows, large chef’s kitchen
opening to a family room, and

a 4-car garage.

il 4384 5Sq.Ft | % 066 Acres

4142 Canyon Road, Lafayette
Offered at $1,750,000
A once-in-a-lifetime opportunity

Price Improvement!

to build your dream home! 4142
Canyon Road is a gorgeous
3-acre parcel. A portion of the
3 acres is a level building areq,
with potential Mount Diablo
views and opportunities for a
pool, sport court or guest unit,
all in the heart of desirable
Upper Happy Valley.

0:0 3 Acres - Vacant lot with utilities

Considering selling your home? To maximize your home's value, we offer a program to cover the

costs of home preparation to get your house ready to sell, at 0% interest rate and no fees.

925.997.6808 | 925.878.2883
DRE#01433269 | DRE#01896511
pricegallegos@compass.com
pricegallegos.com

Ranked in Top 1% of Realtors in Contra Costa County

Amy S. Price-Boaman | Christine Gallegos
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LET'S REACH YOUR 2021 REAL ESTATE GOALS TOGETHER.

CALL US AT 925.878.2883 TODAY!






